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found.”   Page 3

Jonah has 
HOPE FOR THE 
NEW YEAR,

thanks to you!
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A Message from GARETH KEOWN

Hope lives here... thanks to you! 
The start of a new year can feel uncertain... dark... even stressful for struggling 

neighbors. That’s why City Union Mission is committed to reflecting Christ’s love and 
lighting the way forward to a better future for those in need.  

I’m humbled and honored to join this ministry as the Mission’s new CEO – 
to serve, to lead and to partner in sharing the gospel and transforming lives in Kansas City.  

After more than two decades of leading nonprofit teams, I feel God has called me to guide organizations 
through growth and change, and to renew their focus. While leading operations at Midwest Food Bank Texas, I 
became passionate about addressing food insecurity and caring for our most vulnerable neighbors who are hungry, 
impoverished or facing homelessness. I’m grateful to now continue this work in Kansas City.  

Every meal served, every Christ-centered service that moves someone toward personal and spiritual wholeness, 
is a testimony to God’s faithfulness and your generosity. And each person who walks through our doors is a story of 
resilience, like Jonah. You can read his story on page 3. 

Just as God uses winter to prepare the ground for new growth, He is at work here, transforming lives and restoring 
hope. You and I are stewards of this sacred work, fostering new life. 

Thank you for standing with us. Because of your support and God’s grace, hope lives here. 

With gratitude and hope,  

Gareth Keown, Chief Executive Officer 

“I plan to get a job, my 
own place and keep a 
positive attitude.”

– James

“I hope to get a car so 
I can go to church and 
class, and to stand on 
my own two feet.”

– Kendra

Our residents share the goals 
they’re working toward in 2026 – 
and the hope they’ve found for 
their future... thanks to you!  

A OF
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but also connection with others and a sense of belonging. 
“Being around people made me feel like I’m cool,” he 
says. He’s built friendships with people he wouldn’t have 
expected, and he has received advice and support from 
them. 

Today, Jonah is excited about his future. “The Mission 
has helped me realize the importance of studying in 
depth – to actually study, read and communicate.” He 
plans to go back to school to study art. 

Jonah’s fresh start is possible because of you! 
Thank you for your prayers and support that are 
filling him with hope for the new year. “The Mission 
helped me with my spirituality. I gained organization 
skills, knowledge, confidence and relationships.”

Jonah’s parents divorced when he was young. Although 
he was going back and forth between two homes, 

he still had a good childhood. “I always did fun stuff, 
especially with my parents,” he recalls.  

Whenever he stayed with his dad, he got to know his 
Ethiopian family and culture. He and his dad also played 
sports and made-up games.  

However, those early years were not without 
hardship. “My dad had diabetes, and I would see things 
like his seizures and have to help him with that,” he 
shares. “I would get some Coca-Cola and pour it into his 
mouth.”  

It wasn’t until he got older that Jonah went through 
even more challenging times. Despite his belief in God, he 
felt trapped in spiritual warfare, especially when he was 
feeling down and vulnerable.  

Eventually, he fell into homelessness. That’s when 
he came to City Union Mission and joined the L. Minor 
Care Center. “I’m thankful to the Mission because they 
support me, feed me and take care of me,” he says. 

At the Mission, Jonah has not only found stability, 
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“I want to work as a cook, do community 
outreach and eventually get a technical 
position.” – Ashanafi

“I want to find my own place, 
save up and get a job in data 
analytics.” 

– Jennifer

“I’m reading and learning the Bible, 
and I have people I can talk to who 
know the Word. That’s important.” 

“I hope to get a car so 
I can go to church and 
class, and to stand on 
my own two feet.”

– Kendra

“I was lost. 

Now, I 
am found.”
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2026 To-Do: 

God has blessed us with a new year full of opportunities 
to care for people experiencing homelessness or hunger 
in our community. You can make 2026 better for our 
struggling neighbors. Give today to provide a meal for 
only $2.50  – and share hope 
in the new year with someone 
in need. 

Give a meal,  
 just $2.50! 
Pray for a neighbor! 

Send your first gift of 2026 to support us today! 

NEW YEAR,  

  

TO SUPPORT  

New Opportunities

HOTLINE FOR THE HOMELESS

(816) 474-4599

Administrative Offices
1100 E. 11th Street • Kansas City, MO 64106

(816) 474-9380

cityunionmission.org
info@cityunionmission.org

 

Share God’s love with every hurting man, woman and 
child who walks through our doors! Our annual campaign 
to raise a significant portion of our yearly budget ends 
soon. We need your partnership to ensure that every 
guest receives the Christ-centered care that changes lives 
and restores hope – 365 days a year.    

For more information on ways to give, 
contact Christian “Chris” Sardis at  (816) 916-3449 

or  Christian.Sardis@cityunionmission.org. 

Ends January 31, 2026 

Urgent Needs 
this Winter 

Provide much-
needed essentials:  

Men’s coats (all sizes) 

Socks, gloves & hats 

Blankets (full length) 

For more information on our most-needed 
items and drop-off locations, please visit 

 cityunionmission.org/current-needs. 


