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THE LIGHT

In April of 2021, David and Natalia launched 
a home remodeling business that ranged 
from concrete work to painting. Anything 
that needed to get done, David could do it. 
“It took off faster than we knew it,” David 
explained. However, at the time, David was a 
recovering drug addict, and having a “pile of 
money” began to trigger David’s addiction. “I 
just lost it all” as the addiction resurfaced in 
David’s life. For at least two and a half years, 
David was able to keep his addiction secret 
from Natalia. 

As the business continued to grow, David 
needed additional help, so Natalia left her 
current job to assist him in running the 
business. Little did she know that David was 
a functioning addict. Soon after Natalia was 
helping David, she realized that ‘the work 
was just too much.” But in the beginning, 

they would do everything together - pick 
up the supplies in the morning, provide 
estimates, and assist David with the 
hands-on work. 

Natalia, a tremendous help-mate, chose to 
learn new handyman skills from her 
husband such as building and repairing 
fences and hanging drywall. 

“I fooled myself into thinking that it was 
okay to take methamphetamines so that I 
could work 16 hours a day to keep up with 
the work. I love construction, and it was 
easy for me. However, the stress began to 
wear on me,” David said. Natalia also 
expressed concern about all the time 
David had to invest in order to be 
successful. “People used to understand 
that construction takes time, but now they 
want their projects done now.” 

David and Natalia’s life slowly spiraled 
downward, as he needed more stimulants 
to keep him working faster and longer so 
that they could maintain their lifestyle. 

Then David began to dip into the business 
cash to fund his addiction.

With a large project that required David to 
purchase $20,000 worth of supplies in 
advance, he dipped into the family 
account. It was when the power was shut 
off at their home that Natalia began to put 
her foot down on David, because she is not 
only his work partner, but his wife and a 
mother to their children. “I wanted to give 
him grace, but I had to make sure my kids 
were taken care of.” While cleaning the 
house, Natalia found David’s ‘stash’ of 
drugs. “It was easy to be angry with him, 
and I was.”

Because Natalia was setting strong 
boundaries on David’s drug usage, both of 
them separated. The separation caused 
David to be honest with himself and the 
business. “I finally admitted I was an addict 
and I could not function without the drugs.” 
It was then that David decided to let go of 
the home remodeling business. Before 
things would get better, David had a brush 
with the law and was put in jail. 

Natalia, raised in a family that looked at 

people who did drugs as “bad people,” was 
doubting her commitment to David.  But 
because of her strong bond of love with 
David, she fought through those old 
messages and became worried about their 
future. As Natalia found solace and 
comfort in her home church, one song that 
continued to ruminate in her mind about 
David was like God reassuring her about 
the family’s future. It was the song, “God of 
Grace” by the group Finding Faith. Through 
the lyrics of this song Natalia received 
peace and became ready to forgive David 
when he was released from jail.
 
The breakthrough took place when David 
called Natalia and poured out his heart to 
her over the phone. He shared some deep 
childhood trauma that contributed to his 
drug usage. It was then that Natalia 
realized that ‘The person I met is the 
person he still is. The feeling of being 
accepted was new to me,” David said as he 
described how Natalia positively 
responded to his phone call. “I never 
experienced this before,” which fueled his 
fear to open up to his wife. 

Prior to this breakthrough phone call, 

David had to work through his fear of 
being rejected by his wife if he shared his 
childhood pain. At the same time, God was 
working on Natalia to be ready to accept 
David through forgiveness. It was two 
sides of the same coin – God doing the 
work in their lives to combat Fear and have 
Forgiveness. “If it wasn’t for my wife being 
tough on me and being a strong woman, I 
would not be here. The burden on my 
heart is something I walked around with 
for 43 years. When everyone on the face of 
the planet let go of me, she never did.”
 
Stay tuned for the next story on how this 
couple discovered City Union Mission and 
the effort it took for them to travel nearly 
200 miles for help. 

We need your financial support to 
continue to provide temporary housing, 
counseling, and life skills for this family 
and many others in the New Life Program. 
You can continue to pray, give and donate 
to support David and Natalia and the 
loving support they need as they rekindle 
their love for each other and for the Lord. 

HOLD ME TIGHT: FROM 
HOME REMODELING TO 
HEART RESTORATION
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As we step into this season of gratitude, I want to personally thank you for the incredible impact 
your generosity has made on families like David and Natalia’s. Their transformation, featured in 
this edition of The Light, is a testament to the life-changing work you are making possible.

I had the privilege of speaking with them and hearing how their lives have been rebuilt, thanks 
to the support of friends like you. It’s because of your unwavering commitment that City Union 
Mission can provide a safe, healing environment where families can gather, grow, and thrive.

Your partnership has been crucial in offering more than just shelter—it’s provided a path to 
renewal, healing, and lasting transformation. As we move forward, I ask you to continue walking 
alongside us, knowing that your generosity is the cornerstone of these life-changing stories.

With heartfelt gratitude,

Terry Megli
CEO, City Union Mission

A NOTE FROM 
TERRY MEGLI, CEO

Scan, click or tap the QR code 
and leave a message of hope and 
encouragement for them along 
with your generous gift today. 

https://secure.qgiv.com/for/2024octlightmagazine3

