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It might surprise you that in 
another year filled with hardships 
and uncertainty, the overwhelming 
messages I hear are ones of gratitude 
and hope. 

Despite the challenges we still 
face as a community – or perhaps 
because of them – we remain 
connected to each other in a spirit 
of love and generosity. Your care 
and compassion have never been 
more evident here at City Union 
Mission than right now, as we 
prepare for the Thanksgiving 
season. 

You have stepped up to help our 
hurting neighbors as God has called 
us to do. Provided nourishing meals. 
Safe shelter. Life-restoring guidance. 
More than that, you’ve prayed for 
our ministry and guests. Encouraged 
others to join our mission to 
transform lives. Your love has made it 
possible for hearts to be restored and 
lives rebuilt. Now that’s something to 
celebrate!

As we count our blessings this 
Thanksgiving, you and other faithful 
friends are at the top of my list. As 
you enjoy the holiday season with 
your loved ones, both near and far 
away, I pray God will fill your heart 
with joy, peace and the comfort of 
knowing that lives have been changed 
thanks to your kindness.

I am grateful for you… today and 
every day. God bless!

Giving thanks to God,

Dr. Terry Megli 
Chief Executive Officer 

 

Giving thanks for 
ALL God’s blessings

A MESSAGE FROM 
DR. TERRY MEGLI

86,078
Meals Served

(daily average - 476)

2,611
Patients Seen

(for medical issues)

41,361
Homeless Sleeping 

Overnight 
(daily average - 229)

35,140
Chapel Service 

Attendance 
(daily average - 194)

201 
Salvations and 
Re-dedications

Your Gifts in Action
January - June 2021 Thank You!

Administrative Offices
1100 E. 11th Street • Kansas City, MO 64106

(816) 474-9380

 

cityunionmission.org
info@cityunionmission.org

DidYouKnow? CEO Dr. Terry Megli earned his 
Doctorate in Ministry in 2010 from 
Midwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary where his dissertation 
focused on providing biblical hope 
and healing to those coming out of 
substance abuse and trauma.

Karl Ploeger, Director of Development 
“I’m so excited to be with City Union Mission and apply 
my vocational skills to supporting the critical work of 
the Mission.”

Karla Schunning, Corporate Relations Manager
“God continues to bless my life in many ways, one of 
which is getting to join in the journey of seeing lives 
transformed. I want to help provide hope to people 
going through a rough season of life.”
 
Chris Meikel, Major Gifts Officer
“I came to City Union Mission to be a part of a team that 
lives up to the mission statement of meeting the spiritual, 
physical and emotional needs of the poor or homeless.”

While providing a full range of services, City Union Mission continues 
to follow local government health and safety guidelines.

Meet New Members of Our Development Team

HOTLINE FOR THE HOMELESS

(816) 474-4599
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A fter years of struggling with substance abuse, 
Natasha regained her sobriety and remained clean 

for nearly a decade. Longing for change and believing 
she was ready, she took a new job in Las Vegas. But 
instead of making a fresh start, she was influenced by 
others who led self-destructive lifestyles, and sadly, she 
rekindled her addiction. 

“I believe it happened because my foundation wasn’t 
built on Jesus,” she says. “My life really fell apart.”

Angry with herself and her deteriorating situation, 
she rebelled against authority, committed unlawful 
acts and finally was arrested and incarcerated. While 
in jail, “I was introduced to God by a girl who said 
she loved Jesus. From there I began reading the Bible 
and Christian testimonies of others who’d once lived 
similar lives to mine.”  

When Natasha was released, she knew she 
needed help to learn to live her life for Christ. After 

researching recovery programs, she came to City 
Union Mission.

 “I was drawn to the Mission because I knew Jesus 
was there and because of their New Life Program 
for helping the homeless,” she says. “And what I’m 
experiencing is remarkable.”

With spiritual counseling and Christ-centered 
guidance, she’s uncovering and healing from wounds 
of her past which were the deep-rooted cause of her 
addiction. Through adult education and work-skills 
training, she’s regaining self-esteem, recognizing her 
talents and preparing to build a career.

Now, as a whole person, she is eager to reenter 
society and feels God calling her to help others. “I 
want to go into the jails and give my testimony to the 
women there before they’ve lost hope,” she says. “I 
want a job in the Kingdom of God to give back for what 
has been given to me.”

As Natasha celebrates this Thanksgiving, she 
feels incredibly thankful for your compassion and 
support – and how it’s given her a new beginning. 
“I’m so grateful for this program. It has changed the 
way I see myself, because you are truly healed here. I 
found Jesus and I found myself.”

I love Jesus so much. There’s nothing 
anyone could ever tell me that would 
convince me there’s not a God.

“
”

cityunionmission.org
info@cityunionmission.org

“I have this 

Grateful heart.”



Fulfilling a long-standing need in the 
community, we are happy to announce that Blue 
Springs will soon be the home of our newest 
City Thrift Store located at 1102 NW Woods 
Chapel Road! Come shop our wide variety of 
clothing, furniture, household items and more.

You can check the Mission’s website and 
Facebook page for the specific date and times 
for the City Thrift Store Grand Opening. 

For more information, contact 
Jon Capp at (816) 329-1480 or 
jon.capp@cityunionmission.org.

During an appointment, a patient indicated frustration with his medication 
patch. When the doctor asked why, he replied “The nurse told me to put on a 
new one every six hours and now I’m running out of places to put them!” 

Sometimes details get lost in translation and can put us at risk… like how 
often we should update our will.

Did you know nearly 70 percent of Americans do not have an up-to-date 
will? Good estate planning may help you avoid:

1. Legal risks. Your will could help loved ones avoid delays in receiving an 
inheritance or property.

2. Financial risks. Ensure your loved ones are provided for and keep your 
estate from becoming tangled up in expensive probate proceedings.

3. Legacy risks. Take time to consider your estate plan in light of your 
values, and you may discover you’d like to leave a gift in your will to 
a charity like City Union Mission. Your will can be a great place to 
communicate a legacy of personal faith.

City THRIFT TO
OPEN THIS OCTOBER

IN BLUE SPRINGS

October 1, 2021 – January 31, 2022

Donate your items now! 
We’re already accepting 

donations… and our new store 
even offers a donation drive-

through so you can drop off items 
easily and safely.

Is it time to create or update your will? 
For the full version of this article, request a FREE copy of “How 

to Avoid Risk and Promote Family Peace” by contacting Karl Ploeger 
at (816) 329-1475 or karl.ploeger@cityunionmission.org – or 
bless your family today with a God-honoring will at christianwill.org/
cityunionmission.

Don’t Patch Together Your Legacy

Celebrate Hope: Reach Out 
to K.C.’ s Poor or Homeless is 
the Mission’s annual campaign to 
raise a significant portion of our 
yearly budget, laying the financial 
foundation to provide our Christ-
centered ministries well into the year 
ahead. By supporting this initiative, 
you help ensure we have the 
resources to offer immediate relief 
and permanent transformation to 
hurting individuals and families 365 
days a year:

• Food, shelter, clothing, medical 
services and other life essentials

• Long-term Christian recovery
• Spiritual guidance, counseling 

and case management
• Adult education, career 

development and job placement 
assistance

• Summer camp and structured 
year-round activities for children

• The ability to keep pace with 
growing and changing needs

Because the Mission accepts 
no funding that would require us 
to compromise the principles of 
our biblical outreach, we rely on 
the financial support of caring 
individuals, churches, businesses 
and foundations who support 
our faith-based programs and 
services. We encourage you to join 
other compassionate community 
members in helping us reach our 
campaign goal.

For more information on ways 
to give, including “challenge” 
opportunities or donations of 
securities, vehicles or collectibles, 
contact Karl Ploeger at 
(816) 329-1475 or karl.ploeger@
cityunionmission.org.


